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no 101530 

 

U3A 
EVESHAM & DISTRICT 

NEWSLETTER  

ISSUE 37, OCTOBER 2011 

10th ANNIVERSARY EDITION

A WORD FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN 
As we approach the tenth anniversary of our U3A (this November), I 
am pleased to advise that a programme of events is now largely final-
ised. A previously announced Cheese & Wine lunch-time celebration 
party will take place on our usual monthly meeting date in December 
(7th) at the Town Hall, when our Town Mayor and Town Clerk will be in 
attendance, and to which all members are of course cordially invited. 
A members’ annual luncheon has again been arranged, for 18 January 
2012, with a 10th Anniversary theme. This will be held at the Vale Golf 
Club, and bookings for this popular event are now being taken.  

I am pleased to announce that we have a new Newsletter Editor, David 
Cooper, who has also kindly agreed to be co-opted to the Committee. 
Our thanks go to George Oxley for his recent work on our newsletters. 

We held a meeting for all Group Leaders in September, and this is to 
be followed by a get-together for new members on Wednesday           
12 October, in the Methodist Church, Bridge Street – starting at 2pm. 

Our annual Open Day will again be held at the Town Hall on 2 Novem-
ber starting at 12.30pm, when representatives of each interest group 
will be present. So please do come along, with anyone you know who 
is also interested in joining one or more of our 60 or so active groups. 
And please remember that anyone thinking of becoming a U3A mem-
ber can attend one meeting of any interest group, as a taster session  
before subscribing as a member. 

I look forward to seeing members at the various forthcoming events in 
our 10th Anniversary Year. 

Ian Simpson. 

P.S. Don‟t forget to complete, and return to the Membership Secretary, your 

Membership Renewal Form , pages 25/6, and Gift Aid Form , page 27. 
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Committee Members  

 
Chairman:  

 Ian Simpson,   41667 

Vice Chairman, Website      

& Cotswold Link:  

 John Scotland  881594 

Treasurer:  

 Paul Griffin      01527 821319 

Secretary:  

 Jane Couper      424167 

Minutes Secretary,  

Publicity & Charity Commission:  

 Joyce Davey  443755 

Membership Secretary & Pastoral:  

 John Halford  834648 

Groups Co-ordinator:    

 Caroline Bagshaw  41384 

Newsletter Editor:*    

 David Cooper  40803 

Programme Secretary &                         

Hall Liaison:  

 Una Wassell   765105 

Refreshments:  

 Vacancy (contact Una above) 

Outings:      

 Sue Beneke   49496 

 Jennie Sutton  443067 

 

*Please send contributions to                            
newsletter@u3a-evesham.org.uk 

 

Information for the next newsletter must be 
sent to the David Cooper by the   

1st December 2011. 
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Forthcoming Meetings  

 

October 5th   October 5th     SVALBARD AND THE WHISVALBARD AND THE WHI TE SEA TE SEA --  David Fletcher  David Fletcher    

                                (Norwegian Archipelago in the Arctic Ocean)(Norwegian Archipelago in the Arctic Ocean)  

October 12thOctober 12th  NEW MEMBERS MEETING  2pm 

  Methodist Church, Bridge Street     

November 2
nd 

* OPEN DAY 12:30 - 3:30pm 

December 7
th

 * CHEESE & WINE -10
th

 Anniversary Meeting12:30 - 

3:30pm 

2012      

January 18
th 

* 10TH ANNIVERSARY LUNCH  

 Vale Golf Club 12:30 for 1pm 

 (Please note - not the first Wednesday)  

February 1
st

  MADAGASCAR JOURNEY - Phred Newbury 

 (Refreshment Rota: Putting the World to Rights-Gp1) 

* * No Refreshment Rota required.No Refreshment Rota required.  

Meetings are held on the first Wednesdays of each month, except January, Meetings are held on the first Wednesdays of each month, except January, 

at Evesham Town Hall from 2pm to 4pm. at Evesham Town Hall from 2pm to 4pm.   

Refreshments are served at the end of meetings.Refreshments are served at the end of meetings.  

All members of Evesham and District U3A and visitors are welcome.All members of Evesham and District U3A and visitors are welcome.  

Welcome to New Members  

 

Michael Aubrey,  Alma Baker, Jan Barnett, Stanley Bellanger, Nancie 

Booker, Elisabeth Boyes, Ian Davonport, David and Linda Dunbar, Craig 

Dyer, Colin & Sue Etheridge, Leslie Evans, John Gardener, Janice Gray, 

Louise Griffiths, Elizabeth Harrison, Derek and Janet Horner, Francis Howe, 

Sandra Humphrey, Jan Kenyon, Jen Kissel, Wendy and Philip Logan, Mark 

Longthorne, Kathleen Luton, Susan Magee, Susan Marsh, Michael Moore, 

Dorothy Perrins, Carol and Timothy Pinner, Suzette Pullen, Paul Smith, 

Rosalyn Staite, Hamish and Dee Whitehead, Anne Wood, Jane Peacock, 

Rosemary Smith, Valerie Bishop, Rod Chamberlain. 
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Group Name * Leader Phone Fee 

ARCHAEOLOGY Joan/Colin Campbell  761932 50p 

ART APPRECIATION Caroline Bagshaw 41384 £2.50 

Aspects of MODERN HISTORY Sheila Himsworth 47146 50p 

BADMINTON Peter Lacy 860233 £1.50 

BIRD WATCHING Andy Brister 47132 £1.00 

BOOK CLUB Carole Vizor 41397 £1.50 

BOOKENDS Margaret Glenn 47251  50p 

Bookworms Jean Parlett 830081 £1.00 

BRIDGE for Fun Una Wassell 765105 £1.00 

CHESS David Warner 443184 £1.00 

CHOIR Glennis Warner 443184 £1.00 

CLASSIC CINEMA Nick Mason 442187 £1.50 

COMPUTERS Roger Wyatt 765673 £2.50 

COMPUTERS FOR BEGINNERS  John Goodwin 446828 £2.50 

COUNTRY DANCING Pat Woodcock 870430 £2.50 

County Series Dick Armitage 871211 £1.50 

Cross Stitch/Embroidery Brenda Armitage 871211 Varies 

FAMILY HISTORY Judith Smart 765284 50p 

FLOWER ARRANGING Gill Green 47847 Free 

Gardens & Country Jill Armstrong 831380 Varies 

GERMAN ADVANCED Sophie Dodds 870421 50p 

GERMAN BEGINNERS Sophie Dodds 870421 50p 

GERMAN INTERMEDIATE Sophie Dodds 870421 50p 

GOLF for fun Chris Kelly 442837      Green Fee 

History/who/where/when/why   Keith Bridgwater 48734 £1.00 

HOME CINEMA Jenny Salcedo 443429 50p/£1 

Let‟s Speak Italian! Keith Bridgwater 48734 Varies 

Listening to Music Jill Armstrong 831380 20p 

Local Amateur Theatre Betty Ballard 443950 £1pa + tkt 

LOCAL HISTORY G McArdle & J Pearce 861004/839621    Varies  

 
cont 

Group Details  
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Group Name * Leader Phone Fee 

Mah Jongg Jean Taylor 443204 50p 

Not Alone Norma Tigwell 47787 Meal price 

PAINTING FOR PLEASURE Mary Simpson 832528 £1.00 

PAPERCRAFT & Scrapbooking Margaret Wyatt 765361 £1.00 

PATCHWORK & Quilting 1 Pauline Jennings 761675 50p 

Patchwork & Quilting 2 Karen Hawcutt 830829 TBA 

Petanque David Warner 443184 £1.00 

PHOTOGRAPHY Mike Tittensor 41105 £3.00 

Play Reading & DRAMA Jill Moran 443814 £1.50 

PLAYING MUSIC FOR PLEASURE  Roger Wyatt 446916 £1.00  

Poetry John Gardner 47240 TBA 

POTTERY Tony Young 832120 £5 

PUTTING THE WORLD TO RIGHTS 1 Jacqui Higson 761826 50p 

PUTTING THE WORLD TO RIGHTS 2 Penny Scotland 881594 £1.30 

QUESTIONS OF BELIEF and Doubt  Brian Holliday 421598 50p 

QUIZ  Eileen Hann 47535 £1.50 

SCRABBLE and Upwords Jean Simpson (temp) 41667  £1.30 

SHORT MAT BOWLS (2 groups) John Halford 834648 £2.00 

Skittles 1                                J Knight & M Greenwood 45932 £2.50     

Skittles 2 Sue Beneke 49496 £2.50 

TABLE TENNIS Jane Couper 424167 £3.00 

TAI CHI Mrs Chris Wright 852440 £3.50 

Travellers‟ Tales Jill Armstrong 831380 £1.00 

Village Ambles Tony Stephens     01789 773640 £1.00 

VILLAGE STROLLS (2 groups) Deirdre Sutton 442307 £1.00 

WALKS OVER 4 MILES John Halford 834648 £1.00 

WALKS UNDER 4 MILES Betty Ballard 443950 £1.00 

YOGA Jane Mason 442187 £3.50 

 
* Group Names in BLOCK CAPITALS have an email address. 
 
To send an email to a Group Leader substitute the Group Name, but without 

spaces, as follows GROUPNAME@u3a-evesham.org.uk 

Group Details -cont 
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INTEREST GROUPS 

Group coordinatorôs report ï September 2011  
 
It‟s almost time for Open Day, when all the groups set up their stalls and it‟s 

possible to see, in one room on one day, what U3A is doing throughout the 

year.  It‟s also a big push time for new members, new leaders, and new 

groups.  There‟s been some frustration because several groups are full and 

people on waiting lists wait a long time.   

Long waiting lists are not a problem, as we can form a new group, but we 

have to know it exists, so please let us know if the waiting list is long enough 

for that.   Short waiting lists are more difficult.  We need to attract new 

people, existing members and new ones, to get the numbers high enough to 

get new groups to absorb all those people patiently waiting.   

The suggested brand new topics for groups are Aqua-Aerobics, Creative 

Writing, and Film-Making.  If you have more ideas, now is the time to say so, 

especially if you can lead, or help to lead a group. 

Caroline Bagshaw – cb@u3a-evesham.org.uk, 422071 

HOST -_An Inviting Opportunity  
 
People come from all over the world to study at universities in the UK. Apart 
from gaining academic qualifications, they hope to immerse themselves in 
the life, language and culture of this country; only to find that the university is 
not the best place to achieve this. The „real Britain‟ is found outside the cam-
pus, in towns and villages, and above all, in people‟s homes. You can get to 
know what makes a country tick by chatting to the natives, cooking and eat-
ing with them, asking their views, and seeing their views when they take you 
to their favourite local places. And in sharing their own culture with their 
hosts, students can make their countries come alive too. Hosting a student 
for one weekend, or at Christmas, or just for a day, makes a personal and 
meaningful contribution to international understanding and goodwill.  
 
U3A members make ideal hosts! If you would like to know more, please visit 
www.hostuk.org, or call HOST‟s local organiser Lynette Chappin on 02920 
693903. 
 
HOST is a national charity founded in 1987 by the British Council, the Victo-
ria League and the Foreign Office. Hosting students is a voluntary activity. 
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Art Appreciation  

In July we went en masse to Compton Verney, an old manor house with 
grounds designed by Capability Brown, and now an art gallery.  There was 
an exhibition of Stanley Spencer, including his pram. It probably wasn‟t the 
one he sat in as a baby in 1891, although it looked old enough.  It contained 
his art paraphernalia, and his paint-stained umbrella. 

Like many artists, Stanley Spencer had an interesting private life.  He 
adored his wife, and another woman too.  He wanted to live happily with 
both, but they weren‟t having it, and nor was his mother-in-law.  So he felt 
compelled to get divorced and marry the other woman.  The second mar-
riage didn‟t make it to the honeymoon.  He stayed at home, while the bride 
disappeared with his rival in love, her girl-friend.   

His paintings show a similarly variable state of mind.  Some are peaceful 
garden scenes, although there are hints of harshness, like barbed wire over 
the bedding plants. Some are visionary scenes, with distorted people.  One, 
with two titles, “The Lovers” or “The Dustman” features the people he loved, 
and the people he was in conflict with, these being the same people.  He is 
being carried like a baby, and rubbish from the bin is being presented to 
him.    

It was, as the guide said, an exhibition of surprise and puzzlement.   

Caroline Bagshaw – cb@u3a-evesham.org.uk, 422071 

Bridge for Fun 

Venue: Hampton Scout & Guide Hall (Evesham) 

When: 2nd & 4th Friday each month. 2pm ï 5pm 

Cost: £2.00 pp (including tea/coffee/biscuits) 

Type: Basic Acol/Chicago 

Contact: Una Wassell 01386 765105 for further details. 

Come and join our friendly group. We are mixed ability and advice will be given if 

needed.  

Unfortunately there is no tuition for beginners but we do know of beginnersô 

courses. 
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Classic Cinema  
 

Our group is now well into its third year selecting, introducing, discussing 
and – most important of all – watching movies from the golden era of the 
cinema, from the glory days of Hollywood to the flowering of the British and 
continental film industry – roughly speaking from the late 1920s to about 
1960. 

 

Some of the films are truly great, some frankly have an overblown reputation 
– all of them are fascinating. This autumn our range includes such contrasts 
as the post-war Polish intensity of Ashes and Diamonds, the gritty, witty 
American private-eye shenanigans of The Maltese Falcon and Britain‟s most 
faithful – and perhaps best – adaptation of Dickens‟s A Christmas Carol, 
with Alastair Sim in the title role of Scrooge. 

 

We meet on the first and third Fridays of the month at Evesham Methodist 
Church, Bridge Street, at 10.00 a.m.; it won‟t cost you more than £2.00 per 
session (and it‟s often less); and we always break for tea or coffee. New 
members are welcome –  

Any query please contact Nick Mason on 01386 442187. 

County Series  

The fourth series of talks given for the above group will, as usual, take place 

on the third Thursday of each month in the Friends Meeting House, Cowl 

Street during October 2011 to March 2012; the dates being 20
th
 October, 

17
th
 November and 15

th
 December 2011 and 19

th
 January, 16

th
 February 

and 15
th
 March 2012. 

Time as previously 2.30 to 4pm, sorry but the cost will be increased by 50p 

therefore £2 per member, due to increased costs, it will however still include 

tea/coffee and biscuits. 

Any query please contact Dick & Brenda Armitage 01386 871211. 
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Family History  

Family history isn‟t just dates, it‟s about families, and how they lived.  

Sometimes you get details, like exactly what they ate.  Wendy‟s 

mother Marjorie, was a cookery teacher, and cooked from childhood.  

Wendy has a recipe book in her handwriting, when she was growing 

up in the 1890s.  This is her recipe for plum pudding.  She forgot the 

sugar, and her mother wrote a rebuke on the page “Naughty Marjorie.”  

It also gives a glimpse of their budget.  The recipe above the Plum 

Pudding cost tenpence ha‟penny.   
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German Conversation Group  
 
We all like to hear a bit of good news at times and so I am happy to say that 
our three groups are thriving , enjoying the fortnightly meetings and making 
a steady progress in learning new or resurrect the German language which 
has been lying dormant for years. We are about 30 members and meet at 
the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Thursday in the month. We hold lively discussions or write 

stories about a particular chosen subject or just sit back and listen to the 
German language spoken. By the time you read this newsletter, our summer 
break will have vanished into the distant past and we shall look forward with 
new enthusiasm to continue in improving our German language skills. 
Unfortunately the beginners groups have no vacancy at present but the 
other two groups have availabilities. 
 
Please feel free to get in touch with Sophie Dodds 870421 

 

Letôs Speak Italian  

 

The whole group celebrated the end of term with an Italian meal in the gar-

den of Jeffery Butler's home on 15 July 2011.  The next term starts in Sep-

tember, and anyone interested in joining should contact the leader Keith 

Bridgewater (the man in shorts) 48734. 
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Local History  

Our history group consists of some 50 members who are enthusiastic about 
the various events we organise throughout the year.  If there any specific 
requests for outings we would be very pleased to hear about them. 
 
In the summer of 2008 a visit was made to Coughton Court.  Our meeting in 
April 2011 saw another connection with the Court; however on this occasion 
our speaker, Ann Fox, gave us a lively and informative talk on the Throck-
morton Family of Coughton, 
 
Our first outing in May was to Avoncroft Museum at Bromsgrove.  The mu-
seum houses over 27 structures, mostly from Worcestershire or just over the 
county borders, which have been rescued and rebuilt at the open air mu-
seum. The structures range from a 15

th
 merchants house to a 1946 prefab, 

which many of us recognised and remembered from our younger days. 
 
In June we were privileged to be given a guided tour of Pershore Abbey by 
Selwyn Higgins.  We were pleased that the maximum number allowed for a 
guided tour turned up for the visit.  Despite the large crane and additional 
lighting installed for the filming of Songs of Praise the following day it was an 
interesting visit.    We expect like many others of our members we have 
been into the Abbey many times for concerts and other events, but were 
never aware of the magnificence of the building. 
 
In July we visited the Worcestershire County Museum at Hartlebury.   It 
really is a privilege to be able to visit buildings of this quality so that we are 
able to appreciate how past generations lived their lives.  Additionally at 
Hartlebury, there is a particularly interesting collection of Gypsy caravans 
and horse- drawn vehicles which the members enjoyed seeing. 
 
The final summer outing of the year saw 30 members enjoy a visit to the 
Jacobean Stanway House & Fountain.  This building is still a family home 
currently occupied by Lord and Lady Neidpath, and dates back over 1300 
years.  This property has a fountain which was installed in 2004 and rises to 
over 300 feet, the tallest in Britain. 
 
We will return to the Red Cross Centre in September for the commencement 
of our winter programme.   
 
Georgie McArdle  861004   
 
Jeanne Pearce  830621 
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Local Theatre  
 
We visited nine shows in the period May to July varying from a big band 
concert, the last night of the proms from the Evesham Music Festival, two 
very good plays but the most outstanding show during this time was Half a 
Sixpence presented by the youth section of the Worcester Operatic and Dra-
matic Society at the Swan.  The talent and boundless enthusiasm we a joy 
to see and left everyone with a smile on their face and a spring in their step. 
  
The programme line up from September to December includes 3 plays, 2 
comedies  and three musicals and we shall visit Evesham, Pershore, Mal-
vern, Worcester, Redditch, Broadway and Salford Priors.  I can accept a few 
more people in the group but as we have a full quota of non drivers already 
any new members would need to be able to use their own transport. 
 
Betty Ballard   

Outings  
 
After some arm twisting by Jill Armstrong - I agreed to take on Outings – 
together with Jenny Sutton who rashly volunteered to sit at the table at 
monthly meetings to collect the money – thanks Jenny.   Thanks also to Jill 
and Norma who ran the Outings for 9 long years – you did a wonderful job.   
Who is going to „volunteer‟ to take over from Jenny and me ?    Please let 
me know !   
 
I have been totally overwhelmed by the response to the Outings we have 
planned – thanks everyone for the support.  The first trip was the usual jaunt 
down to London [we were just finding our feet then] – then we were off to 
Anderton and the boat lift [or in our case the boat DROP as we went down] 
– amazing as the boat goes into a huge water tank which is then dropped 
down by a hydraulic ramp situated underneath the tank – in all a drop of 
over 50 feet ! 
 
Sue Beneke 49496 and Jenny Sutton 443067 
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Next trip was to Erddig House and a guided talk by the head gardener that 
was much enjoyed by all with green fingers.   The house was a step back in 
time with a very real sense of upstairs/downstairs as there were portraits and 
later photographs of servants as well as the usual family ones. 

Outings - cont 
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Outings - cont 

Then it was off to Winchester when the weather was not so pleased to see 

us as it rained on and off all day – however that did not deter us or our city 

guides who told us many interesting snippets about the city and the Great 

Hall.  Sadly, the cathedral was closed that day – how thoughtless of the Hor-

ticultural College to choose the same day for their graduation ceremony !!     

Bletchley Park is next with a packed coach as so many want to go -- watch 

this space -- the saga continues in the next issue of the Newsletter.! 
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Playreading  

The group continues to read a variety of plays, but, strangely, many seem to 

be comedies relating to later stages in life – what a surprise!  It just goes to 

prove that at our age we see the humour in the human condition! 

A few members have been lost through personal reasons – but they have 

been replaced by new faces and we are all now really comfortable with each 

other, enabling us to enjoy whatever we are reading without embarrassment 

or shock at the plays‟ content or language.  Because of the make-up of the 

casts of many plays where male parts outnumber female ones (the opposite 

of the Group) we regularly have women reading men‟s parts and, on one 

memorable occasion, when we read “Stepping Out”, we had a man reading 

a woman‟s part and the mental picture of Geoffrey prancing around the 

dance studio in Lycra was a delight! 

We recently joined forces with the Art Appreciation Group (among others) 

for a visit to The Pitmen Painters at Malvern Festival Theatre – a magnifi-

cent National Theatre production with a very wordy and witty script with mo-

ments of pathos and poignancy.  (Thanks to Nick Mason for organising it). 

Unfortunately, this is one play we haven‟t read, but it would be impossible to 

do it justice as the business on the stage is as important as the words them-

selves and would be difficult to convey in a reading alone. 

Jill Moran 01386 443814 
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Quiz  
 

1. How much do you get for passing Go on the Monopoly board? 
2. Which vitamin deficiency causes rickets? 
3. What does a deltiologist study? 
4. Which planet has the moon, Larissa? 
5. In which comedy was the phrase “I have a cunning plan” often used? 
6. Which motorway connects London to Wales? 
7. What sort of creature was Dylan on The Magic Roundabout?  
8. Which artist painted “The Scream.” 
9. How is the number 555 represented in Roman numerals? 
10. What does ABV mean when it appears on bottles? 
 
Answers on Page 24 
 

To enquire about the Quiz Group, phone Eileen Hann: 01386 47535 

Questions of Belief & Doubt  

In recent months, we‟ve had some lively discussion based on John Hick‟s 

“Between Faith & Doubt”. Hick is an eminent philosopher of religion.  His 

book takes the form of a dialogue between him and someone / anyone who 

is a religious sceptic.. Neither of them is dogmatic and their approach suited 

our group very well. 

In the Autumn we aim to explore Karen Armstrongôs ñThe Case for Godò.  

In this book, her targets are religious fundamentalists on the one hand and 

militant atheists on the other.  She accuses both factions of misunderstand-

ing the nature of God and of doing so in similar ways.  She says: “It is not 

easy to talk about what we call „God‟”.  This means, she believes, that “we 

have to be willing to let go of what we think we know, in order to appreciate 

truths we have never dreamed of.” 

So, we look forward to more stimulating discussion! No doubt in the course 

of it all, there will be moments of much laughter as well as the sharing of 

some searching questions. Do come and join us if this is of interest.   

We meet on Tuesday mornings from 10.00am at 1 Solent Place, begin-

ning on September 20
th

. 

Brian Holliday 421598 

18  

 

Refreshments/Tea Rota  

 

I am managing this on a temporary basis until the next AGM in June 2012. 
My duties are to buy the provisions, organize the Refreshment Rota for 
Servers and help to set up at the beginning of each monthly meeting, 
1:30pm start. A different Interest Group each month supplies the Servers. 
However, I am unable to help with the actual serving as I am looking after 
the speaker. A laminated check-list of tasks to be carried out is available, in 
one of the boxes, and proves very useful.  
 
Please note: Servers are not required  for November, December and Janu-
ary. 
 
Thank you for all your help and please contact me if you have any queries.  
 
Una Wassell    01386 765105 
 

Scrabble  
 
The Scrabble group continues to meet once a month at the Red Cross  
Centre. 
It is a smallish group but all the members are keen and try to make it every 
month. 
We play Upword and Scrabble alternately and Upword is becoming a fa-
vourite with most of the players. It is like Scrabble in 3D but the scoring is 
very different. Also, Upword gives the player more chances to change exist-
ing words and it is good fun. 
 
We try to fit in two games and have tea with a biscuit in the two hours that 
we meet. 
 
During August we held an extra session as part of the U3A 10

th
 anniversary 

celebrations. 
 
At this time we could accommodate up to two more members, but beware, 
we are getting quite good with all the practice, standards are rising. 
  
Jean Simpson  01386 41667 

19 



 

 

Short Mat Bowls  

By the time this report is printed, we will be in our eighth year. We still play 
at Norton & Lenchwick village hall off Kings Road Norton. The hall is very 
spacious and has good facilities including a large car park. We play the sec-
ond & fourth Thursdays of the month throughout the year. At the present 
time we have a few places available for the afternoon session 2pm till 4pm. 
The game of bowls is very easy to play and needs very little energy. How-
ever, you do need to be able to bend your back, and get down fairly easy. 
We have a selection of different size bowls to suit everyone, and apart from 
a pair of flat shoes for walking on the mat everything is supplied. We have a 
chat and a laugh and nobody takes it too seriously, and coaching can be 
given. Halfway through the session we have a break for a cup of tea or cof-
fee and a biscuit, so come along and try it. 

John Halford  01386 834648. 

Village Strolls  
 
Do you like to walk?  But can‟t manage a proper ramble any more – or cope 
with those awkward stiles?  How about trying Village Strolls?   Exactly what 
it says.  Gentle pace, short distance, interesting things to see, and for Vil-
lage Strolls 2 at least, guaranteed good weather! This year our walks have 
included gorgeous snowdrops in Overbury, the site of an ancient castle in 
Weston-sub-Edge, and a fascinating visit to a newly-built eco-house in Crop-
thorne. 
 
Unfortunately Village Strolls 2 is having a bit of a membership crisis.  It‟s a 
given with U3A groups that some of us are getting on a bit, and this month 
has sadly seen 4 people deciding that even our gentle walks are too much 
for them.  And another member has broken his ankle  - NOT on a stroll, I 
hasten to say! Add to that the fact that we all lead busy lives and frequently 
find ourselves having to do something else on Strolls day (2

nd
 Tuesday 

morning of the month), numbers are sometimes dangerously low.  We have 
a small hard core of very enthusiastic members and it would be a shame if 
the group has to close. 
 
So please come and join us – preferably with a friend. .  Don‟t have a 
car?  Unless you live miles away, somebody will be able to provide you with 
a lift.  Dogs welcome by arrangement. 
 
 Deirdre Sutton 
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Walks under 4 miles  
 
During the first 6 months of the year we included a walk in the daffodil 
woods in the Newent area, a first for us and although due to the early sea-
son for flowers most of the daffodils were going over, we did enjoy a very 
good pub lunch. February found us on a walk in Stratford, having travelled 
by the Stratford Blue Bus, led by Stan and Margaret. It was a great walk 
again followed by a pub lunch and as they did not require any funding for 
transport members agreed that they would like to donate £1 a head to a 
charity and so £23 was sent to the Gloucester and Warwickshire Railway. 
  
We usually walk on the second Thursday of the month and left to do this 
year are walks in Tewkesbury (led by Olga and Chris), Kinsham, Snowshill 
and White Ladies Aston. My thanks to Jill who led our walk in Bretforton in 
August and Chris who will always turn and to do a recce with me. I much 
appreciate his help and company. 
 
Betty Ballard   

Walks over 4 Miles - 1000 Miles of Walks Todate  
 
Well fellow walkers old and new, it is with regret that this will be my last re-
port that I will be writing on behalf of the above group. In December I shall 
be calling it a day, it will be just over 4 years since I took over from my 
predecessor Clive Bostle. I would like to thank all the members of the group 
who have made my job a lot easier by leading walks since I took over the 
role of coordinator. Over the last 3 or 4 months we have walked in the areas 
of Dumbleton, Stanton, Blockley, part of the newly opened Worcester canal 
near Claines, Snowshill, Winchcombe, Upton- Upon- Severn, Grafton and 
Ashton- Under-Hill also a visit to the local nature reserve at Beckford. In the 
coming months we will be visiting Winchcombe, Alderton, The Lenches/ Ab-
bots /Morton, Temple Guiting and Kemerton led by colleagues from 
neighbouring Tewkesbury U3A. In December we will be having our Annual 
Christmas lunch which will be held once again at the Round- Of-Gras at 
Badsey on Dec 20

Th
. I would like wish whoever takes over this very friendly 

and enthusiastic group the very best of luck & good walking in the years 
ahead. 

cont 
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1 The Oxfordshire Way-This includes a picture of  Clive Bostle, at the 

front, who started the group.  

2 Boots and Sticks 

Cont 
 
Will all over 4 mile walkers please note: After the walk at Kemerton on 18

TH
 

of October a celebratory 10 years anniversary U3A party will take place at 
the village hall at Wickhamford. All members wishing to attend please con-
tact me on 01386 834648, there will be a small charge of £2 pp to help to-
wards costs. Anyone willing to lend a hand would be very useful. 
 
Signing off  John Halford. 
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4 The group photo at Dumbleton  

3 It's a bit wet. John Halford in his famous hat.   
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YOGA group 1  

 
The first Yoga group starts its fifth year in September. Its members continue 
to improve their Yoga skills thanks to our teacher Elaine Cooke's guid-
ance each week. 14 of us attended a morning workshop at Holland House 
for the second year running at the end of last term,  with Yoga teacher 
Gillian Russell. Holland House is a wonderful setting in which to do Yoga 
especially with an excellent lunch at the end of the session. 

 
Jane Mason  

 
YOGA group 2 - New 

 
YOGA group 2 is starting on Thursday 8th of September. It will meet in the 
Red Cross Centre, Evesham from 11.30am to 1pm. There are still a few 
places left so anyone interested please contact either Lyn  Heaney on 
244694 or Linda Bennett on 47428 for further information. 

Quiz Answers 
 

1. £200 
2. Vitamin D 
3. Post cards 
4. Neptune 
5. Black Adder 
6. M4 
7. Rabbit 
8. Edvard Munch 
9. DLV 
10. Alcohol by Volume 

 

To enquire about the Quiz Group, phone Eileen Hann: 01386 47535 
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Evesham and District U3A 
 

Annual Membership Renewal / Form 
 
To renew/apply for membership for the year starting November 1st 
2011, please complete the form below and overleaf and send it to-
gether with a cheque (made payable to Evesham & District U3A) – to   
 
The Membership Secretary  
John Halford 
8 Washington Road  
Wickhamford,  
EVESHAM  
WR11 7RY 
 
If you would like your membership card immediately by post please 
enclosed a stamped addressed envelope, otherwise it will be en-
closed in your January Newsletter.  
 
Subscription Rates 
 
Single Subscription       £11.00 
Joint Subscription (at same address)  £20.00 
 
Link Member (a full member of another U3A)  £7.50 
Link double Member      £13.00 
(both full members of another U3A) 
 
If you are a full member of another U3A, please give the name of the 
Group and your membership number(s). 
 
Group    Membership No   Date 
 
…………………………  …………………..   …………. 
 
Group     Membership No   Date 
 
…………………………  …………………..   …………. 
If you do not wish to renew your membership, it would be very much appreci-
ated for our administrative purposes if you could return the form saying so. 

If you are a tax payer please also com-
plete and send in the Gift Aid Declaration 
Form on page 27, together with your Mem-
bership renewal/application form, notwith-
standing that you may have submitted a 
Gift Aid form previously. This will help our 
Treasurer to update his records. 
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BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 
 
SURNAME     FORENAME  TITLE 
 
1) ééééééééééé  ééééé.         ééé.. 
 
2) ééééééééééé ééééé.         ééé.. 
 
 
ADDRESSééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 

ééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 

ééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 
POSTCODEéééé.ééééééééééééé 
 
 TEL NO ééééééééééééééééé   
 
EMAIL ADDRESSéééééééééééééééééé 
 
I/We are happy to receive the NEWSLETTER  
using the Evesham U3A website ï  
and donôt want a printed copy          YES/NO 

 

I/We wish to renew membership. 

If a double membership, both parties must sign. 

SIGNATURE(S)       DATE 

 

1) ééééééééééééé..é        éééééé 

 

2) ééééééééééééé..é       éééééé.. 

Evesham and District U3A complies with the Data Protection Act, 

and no information is passed to third parties. 
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Gift Aid Declaration  
 
Registered Charity Number  1101530  
 
Name of Charity:  Evesham and District U3A  
 
Detail of donor:   Membership number:…………………..............  
 
Surname …………………….………………………. 
 
Forename(s)……………………………..………………………. Title …………... 
 
Address:…………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………….. 
 
……………………………………………… ………… Post Code: …………………  
 
I want the charity to treat all donations that I make from the date of this declara-
tion until I notify you otherwise as gift aid donations. 
  
 
 
 
Signed:……………………………………..…….        Date: …….... /……... /…….... 
 
 
 
Notes 

 

¶ You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying the charity.  

 

¶ If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your 

income and capital gains equal to the tax that the charity reclaims, you can can-

cel your declaration.  

 

¶ If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self-

Assessment tax return.  

 

¶ If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask the 

charity. Or refer to help sheet IR65 on the HMRC web site. (www.hmrc.gov.uk)  
 

 

¶ Please notify the charity if you change your name or address.  

27 


