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Keep in touch online via our website: www.u3a-evesham.org.uk 

and don’t forget that all groups have their own web page. John Scotland is anxious  

to keep your information up to date. Either email him at js@u3a-evesham.org.uk or 

phone him on 881594  

OUTINGS 

Wed 8th June.  ERDDIG HOUSE AND GARDENS 

Wed 20th July.  Winchester 

Mon 15th Aug.  Bletchley Park 

Thurs 1st Sept.  HIGHCLERE CASTLE  

Mon 17th October.  London.  

Tues 29th Nov.  Bath. 

There is a waiting list for all the above. 

If anyone is unable to go on a trip would they please contact 

Sue or Jennie ASAP so they can give the place to someone on 

the waiting list—on the day contact Sue on 0777 577 2803. 

 

Tues 2nd Aug.  Malvern Theatre. Play ‗Pitman Painters‘. 

The coach will leave Merstow Green at about 6.30 p.m. 

Cost £26. Cheques payable to NCS MASON. 

 

Fri 7th Oct.  Birmingham Symphony Hall. A nostalgic look 

back at the 1940‘s. 

Contact Jill Armstrong Tel 831380. Cost £23. 
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A WORD FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN 

Haven’t we been blessed by some great weather lately – although with 
very dry conditions for the garden! 

Well, our membership continues to increase, and we are now nearing 
700. More interest groups have recently been launched, with one or 
two others in the pipeline. 

We held another meeting for Group Leaders in March, which focused 
on differing methods deployed in running a successful interest group. 

Our AGM was held on 4 May, at which a new committee was elected to 
serve for the coming year. I was subsequently proposed and accepted 
unanimously by committee members to be Chairman for the current 
year, 2011/12 and I was delighted to accept. I look forward to carrying 
out this role, with the main object of maintaining the recent growth im-
petus in both interest groups and members. All other committee func-
tions were filled and details are available in this June Newsletter. 

Plans are now being finalised for our 10th Anniversary celebrations, 
and details will be given soon. A Cheese & Wine lunch party has al-
ready been announced – to be held on our usual members’ meeting day 
in December (Wednesday 7th), in the Town Hall. It has already been 
suggested to group leaders that they will be most welcome to organise 
their own interest group member events, including in co-operation with 
other groups, if they so decide; so will members please go forward with 
any ideas. An Anniversary trip to Bath Christmas Market is also to take 
place - on 29 November – hosted by the Outings Group. 

Ian Simpson. 
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COMING PUBLIC MEETINGS 

June 1st  Vicky Cody   June 1st  Vicky Cody   Deputy Head GardenerDeputy Head Gardener  

                              Hidcote Manor Gardens (creation and design)Hidcote Manor Gardens (creation and design)  

July 6th  Graham Spiers  July 6th  Graham Spiers  Putting a Cash Point on your RoofPutting a Cash Point on your Roof  

Aug 3rd  Paul Harding  Aug 3rd  Paul Harding  The visit of Elizabeth 1 in 1575The visit of Elizabeth 1 in 1575  

Sept 7th To be announced.Sept 7th To be announced.  

Oct 5th   David Fletcher  Oct 5th   David Fletcher  Svalbard and the White SeaSvalbard and the White Sea  

                              (Norwegian Archipelago in the Arctic Ocean)(Norwegian Archipelago in the Arctic Ocean)  

  

Meetings are held on Wednesdays at Evesham Town Hall from 2pm to Meetings are held on Wednesdays at Evesham Town Hall from 2pm to 

4pm.They are open to all members of Evesham and District U3A and 4pm.They are open to all members of Evesham and District U3A and 

visitors are welcome.visitors are welcome.  

Coffee and tea are served  after the meeting. 

All members must show their current membership card. 

 

FRENCH GROUP CLOSURE 

This group is closing after nearly 10 years. 

Allan and Barbara Bott have decided that it is time to retire from 

running the French group. Many thanks to them that they have run 

it for so long. 

It means now that there is a gap, so if anyone wants to lead a new 

French group please let me know. 

Caroline Bagshaw.  42384. 
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U3A POTTERY FOR BEGINNERS GROUP. Tutor Tony Young 

This new group started in January 2011 and was made up of people who had never 

 made any pottery before or had done something many years earlier and had 

 ‗forgotten‘ every thing they knew. The exception was one lady who was very  

experienced, although this was almost a disadvantage as she was separate from the  

main group  and got on with her own thing. 

For the main group everything was a challenge and small successes were big mile 

stones. I think there is a strange process of coming to terms with making things in  

clay. 

It can look easy when you see an experienced person making something. Once you 

 have a go for the first time you quickly learn that it is not so simple, but then,  

when you learn the basic properties of clay and understand about how it dries out  

and when the time is right to join pieces, it starts to get a whole lot simpler. 

Everyone started by making a simple pot out of coils of clay. This technique goes  

back to the stone age and is used around the world still to make beautiful pots. The  

process uses soft clay coils which are spiralled around  and blended into each  

other, eventually making the basic shape. 

 For me as a tutor to the group it has been a very rewarding experience. I have  

worked in ceramics for over thirty Years, but in the industrial design field. Going  

back to the studio ceramics that  I first learned at art college has been a challenge  

for me. The group‘s hard work and perseverance has made it easier, with their  

determination to be creative and learn the techniques has made me feel very proud  

of what they have achieved in a short space of time. 

Pictures of several items produced are shown on pages 7 and 8. 
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CLASSIC CINEMA 

We are coming to the end of our second year as a group. By the end 

of July, when we take a short summer break, we shall have enjoyed 

more than 40 films from the boom years of the cinema, from 

American blockbusters to continental and Asian classics, all made in 

the Thirties, Forties and Fifties when Hollywood ruled supreme and 

queues for the picture houses stretched round the block in every town 

in Britain. 

New members keen to recapture the great era of the movies are 

welcome to join us on the first and third Friday of the month at our 

regular venue – Evesham Methodist Church. 

If you are interested, please contact me on 01386 442187 (or 

njmason@talktalk.net) for more details. 

Nick Mason 

 

THE COTSWOLDS THEN AND NOW 

The annual Study Day organised by the Cotswold Link for U3A 

members across Worcestershire, Herefordshire and North Glouces-

tershire still has a number of vacancies, though no further applica-

tions will be accepted after June 15th. 

Last year‘s ‗Aspects of History‘ study day was well attended and 

proved a big success, and it is followed this year with a day of talks 

and discussion under the umbrella title ‗The Cotswolds Then and 

Now‘. 

Local speakers will cover such diverse topics as Cider-Making and 

Cheese-Rolling, the work of the Cotswold Voluntary Wardens and 

the life of a Cotswold GP. 

The day, to be held in Cheltenham at a venue close to the town 

centre, is open to members of any U3A attached to the Cotswold 

Link (that, of course, includes Evesham). It will cost £13.00 per head, 

which includes coffee and biscuits on arrival and lunch. 

Anyone interested should contact John Scotland (01386 881594, or 

js@u3a-evesham.org.uk) for more details as soon as possible – there 

is not much time left. 

3 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

CHAIRMAN     Ian Simpson  41667 

VICE CHAIRMAN, WEBSITE &  John Scotland  881594 

COTSWOLD LINK   

TREASURER     Paul Griffin  01527 821319 

SECRETARY     Jane Couper  424167 

MINUTES SECRETARY, PUBLICITY Joyce Davey  443755 

& CHARITY COMMISSION 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY &            John Halford           834648 

PASTORAL 

GROUPS CO-ORDINATOR   Caroline Bagshaw 41384 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR   George Oxley  442378 

PROGRAMME SECRETARY &  Una Wassell  765105 

HALL LIAISON 

PASTORAL& REFRESHMENTS  Vacancy (contact Una above) 

OUTINGS      Sue Beneke   49496 

OUTINGS      Jennie Sutton  443067 

NEWSLETTER 

Please send contributions to newsletter@u3a-evesham.org.uk 

EDITOR      George Oxley  442378 
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INTEREST GROUPS 

GROUP COORDINATOR‘S REPORT 

Now we are sixty, in terms of groups that we’ve got.  Many of them are full 
and have waiting lists.  If there’s a long waiting list, please let me know and 
I can get them together and try and get a second, (or third or fourth) group 
going.  If there’s a short waiting list it’s more of a problem, and we need 
new members to get that group going.  We are getting new members 
steadily, but there’s always room for more.  
  
Film making – there is some interest in getting a group of people with 
video cameras, to make and edit and improve their films.  Please let me 
know if you’re interested in taking part in this.  A few people could start off 
in somebody’s house, and if it grows it could move to the Regal. which is 
planning a 40 seater cinema for private hire.  This could get big. 
 
Aqua Aerobics – or exercising in water – this is an excellent way of 
keeping fit without putting too much strain on joints and muscles.   Sadly 
U3A can’t run this in the near future as it works out very expensive to hire 
a pool and instructor, but if we have a great deal of demand we can look 
into it again.  There are non-U3A groups available in the meantime.   
 
Memory – this is long-promised, but there have been unavoidable delays.  
It will happen, so please get in touch if you would like to improve your 
memory.   

Computers for Beginners 
Time for a Change 

We have completed our fourth in-house computer course and think its time for a 

change. There has been a waiting list previously for members wishing to attend the 

course…but no longer. So can it be assumed all our members are computer literate 

or feel there is no point in learning? It could be that (1) the syllabus previously set 

has covered too many subjects and that all that is required is basic keyboard skills, 

e-mails and how to access the internet or (2) it might have been that certain aspects 

were considered too basic? Consequently we have decided to help any members 

who (1) just want to be able to perform those three basic skills or (2) have basic 

skills they wish to expand or specific computing problems that need addressing. 
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Travellers’ Tales 
At our December meeting we had a group discussion on ―My favourite 

Green Space‖. 

What is a ―Green Space‖? It is a place that symbolises leisure and not 

work; nature and peace. 

Everyone has a favourite green space. It can be large or small. 

Some of the group had childhood memories of where we played with 

friends and had our own freedom; recreation grounds, woods, on the 

hills or making ―dens‖ in the cornfields and picking flowers and grasses. 

One‘s own garden is special; one member has had six gardens over the 

years. Gardens are a part of family life, a place of entertainment , 

gardening is relaxing. 

One member loves the views from her garden and has redeveloped an 

overgrown plum orchard beyond her garden into a haven for wildlife. 

Another said ―I sit by my pond and listen‖. 

Another described the three separate gardens in ―Yates Court‖ in Eve-

sham and particularly an area personally developed by one of the resi-

dents. 

Lovely ―Green Spaces‖ in Britain that were recalled were The Lake Dis-

trict, the cliffs at Scarborough. Local places such as the Malvern Hills, 

Castlemorton common, Hampton Ferry area in the early morning, the 

Almonry Gardens in Evesham and Holland House gardens in Crop-

thorne.  

Mention was also made of the Pershore Avon Meadows which have 

been developed over the last two years by volunteers as a new wetlands 

and reedbeds area providing a nature reserve which has attracted 18 spe-

cies of birds and 17 species of butterflies. 

Green Spaces in the wider world include Machu Picchu, Tiri Tiri Matan-

ga in New Zealand where endangered species of birds have been intro-

duced, parts of Bali, an elephant trail near Chiang Mai, Gurnusluk in 

Turkey, Barbados, a member‘s garden in Spain and a nearby deserted 

beach. 

 

JILL ARMSTRONG 
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Family History and DNA 
My partner Richard Phillips and I gave a talk on DNA to the Family 

History group, as we have been researching our respective families for 

some years. Richard had researched one of his lines back to the small 

Warwickshire village of Stourton in the seventeenth century and found 

that at about that time a man with the same surname had emigrated to 

America and become one of the first governors of Connecticut. The 

DNA of both male lines (the Y chromosome) in the USA and in the UK 

matched exactly, although the two branches had been separate for al-

most 400 years. This showed that Richard‘s research had been correct. 

Women have no Y chromosome and can only follow their mitochondria 

DNA through the maternal line, which is a less precise process and only 

shows deep ancestry over many thousands of years. (Men can follow 

this process as well, but cannot pass mitochondrial material to their de-

scendants.) I found I belonged to a fairly unusual group that started in 

north-east Europe and spread along the Baltic. Most people in this group 

are now in Norway, Iceland and Scotland. So far as I know I have no 

ancestors from these countries, but the suggestion is that my maternal 

line originated with the Vikings. 

Recently it has become possible to analyse DNA from all ancestors, alt-

hough there is still much work to do. The system allows each person 

who has been analysed and who shares some DNA to communicate if 

they wish. Most people only match on one segment at the most, which 

mean the relationship is very remote. The best I have is that someone 

matches me on 10 segments, which makes them likely to be my second, 

or third cousin, but I have not yet had a reply from them. The other pos-

sible outcome is to find genetic health information in terms of probabili-

ties. I have a raised probability of macular degeneration, a condition that 

can be avoided with the correct vitamins and minerals. 

The DNA process is in its infancy and the objections are similar to those 

raised when people first had photos taken. However, if everyone had 

DNA on their passport, chequebook, credit card etc it would be virtually 

impossible for forgeries or thefts to occur as each DNA is unique. 

 

Lizzie Noyes lizzie@badsey.net 
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The proposed format for (1) 

An introduction to Online basics and Myguide. 

Starting with a keyboard, using a mouse,  using e-mail and using the internet safely 

(All this will be in conjunction with the Evesham Library but not necessarily at the Li-

brary.) 

The proposed format for (2) 

To follow on from (1)  

Making Files and Folders 

Word Processing and Spreadsheets 

Making CD/ DVDs and installing software 

Storing and retrieving photos, making PDFs, backing up your files and your whole com-

puter. 

 

When and where 

The two-hour sessions will start in September 2011, if 10 members attend it will be at 

the Library or at Ecgwins PMC, with in house tuition, if the numbers are small. 

 

What do you think, it might be that you are only interested in basics or have already 

done the Beginners Course and have constructive comments to make regarding its future 

format.  

 

Is there life after the Beginners Course, don‘t forget there is a more advanced Com-

puters Group as well and, providing sufficient notice is given to the group leader Roger 

Wyatt, help and advice can be given by members of that group during their meetings on 

the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month. 

 

Finally, a very big thank you to John Scotland, for his tutorials and encouragement dur-

ing the last term. As always they have been enlightening and informative with the usual 

touch of humour. Thanks to Mick Parry and George Oxley for their help and support and 

to Lyndsey Jones, our contact at the library, for all her help during this and the previous 

term. 

 

John Goodwin (April 2011) 
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 U3A-Choir (singing for pleasure) 

We have grown in number to 34 and will now have a waiting list until 

September 11th our new term. Phone No below. 

On July 2nd we are singing at the Methodist church 1-to-1-30pm  for the 

music festival. If you would like to support us on this day please come 

along. 

Glennis Warner Group Leader 443184 

Catherine Cox Conductor   41820   

 

QUIZ GROUP 

The Quiz Group meets once a month for a friendly quiz, and ǘƘŜ winners get some choc-

olate.   Here are ten of the questions that have been asked in recent months. 

 

Answer on page 11.  (No peeking) 

Questions 

мΦ ²Ƙƻ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ  [ŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ /ŀǾŀƭƛŜǊΚ 

нΦ ²Ƙƻ ǿǊƻǘŜ tŀŘŘƛƴƎǘƻƴ .ŜŀǊΚ 

оΦ ²Ƙƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ !ǾŀǘŀǊ 

пΦ ²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΚ 

рΦ ²ƘƛŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ DǳƴǇƻǿŘŜǊ tƭƻǘΚ 

сΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ 9ǾŜǎƘŀƳΚ 

тΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ōǊŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴƪŜȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ DƛōǊŀƭǘŀǊΚ 

уΦ ²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǇǊƛƳŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΚ 

фΦ ²ƘƛŎƘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƎƻŀƭƪŜŜǇŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ¢ƘŜ /ŀǘΚ 

млΦ LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƻŎƻǇƘƻōƛŎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦΚ 
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TAI CHI 

Our group is continuing to thrive under the gentle instruction of Val 

Nicholson and we have outgrown our first venue at the Unitarian Hall. 

We now meet at the Town Hall on the usual 1st and 3rd Wednesday  

mornings at the same time of 10.30— 12 noon. Because of the extra 

space there we no longer have a waiting list, so anyone wishing to join 

 us can just come along. Unfortunately this extra luxury comes at a cost 

and we have to increase our charge by 50p to £3.50 per session. 

We are a friendly crowd and lots of us round off the morning with a 

coffee and a chat in the Amber café. Anyone wanting more information 

Just give me a ring. 

Chris Wright.   852440. 

 

Answers 

мΦ CǊŀƴǎ Iŀƭǎ 

нΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ .ƻƴŘ  

оΦ WŀƳŜǎ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ 

пΦ DǊŜŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ 

рΦ мслр 

сΦ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ όǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ YƛƴƎ /ŀƴǳǘŜύ 

тΦ DƛōǊŀƭǘŀǊ .ŀǊōŀǊȅ aŀŎ/ŀǉǳŜǎ 

уΦ /ƭŜƳŜƴǘ !ǘƭŜŜ 

фΦ tŜǘŜǊ .ƻƴŜǩ 

млΦ tǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘōƛǊǘƘ 
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NEWS OF THE PATCHWORK &QUILTING GROUP 

 We are very fortunate to have a member who is also a member of Birlingham Quilt-

ers, which is run by a charming lady called Sadie.  From her lovely home, opposite 

the church, Sadie runs a little shop with all that we patchworkers could want to con-

tinue our craft.  She kindly invited us over for coffee and to view her wares; so, as 

you can imagine, we were only too pleased to take up this offer.  We were all en-

chanted with the selection of fabrics and managed to buy quite a few items for future 

use, which took up most of the morning.  A lovely and different way to spend a group 
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Pottery Products.    See article on page 15. 

Visit to Birlingham 
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I am the music man. 

I come from down 

your way.. 

So you have been 

warned. 

Excellent  

entertainment I 

thought.  

But I wasn‘t keen on 

the physiotherapy 

session. 

Pottery  

Product 

See article on 

page 15. 
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