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I
A WORD FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN

Well, another year has started — lets all hope it turns out as well as can be
expected — my best wishes go out to all members.

We had a very successful Open Day last November, with over 50 new mem-
bers signed up. Equally, our celebratory 10" Anniversary Cheese & Wine
luncheon party was enjoyed by many members. The final major celebratory
event is our annual lunch at the Vale Golf Club on Wednesday, 18" of Janu-
ary.

2012 is shaping up to be a busy year for your committee — with one of its
most important tasks being to seek member committee nominations — who
will then hopefully join the committee at our next AGM in June. Members are
asked to consider putting themselves forward, to help fill a number of vacan-
cies coming up. Service on the committee is invariably found to be an inter-
esting and rewarding activity and information/guidance about joining and
participation will be readily forthcoming - by contacting me or any other pre-
sent committee member. Whether a group leader, past committee member
or long-time/new member, do please make contact to see how you could
play a bigger part in the running of our self-help organisation.

My thanks to all who promptly renewed their Membership, but | am advised
that a number of members’ subscription are outstanding (due 1 November
2011). Those members not renewing by the end of January 2012 will not be
able either to attend U3A Interest Groups or use U3A facilities. Membership
fees also include an element of Insurance Liability cover which is considered
essential both for the individual and the U3A branch itself.

On a positive note, a number of new interest groups look likely to be formed
soon — one is detailed in the Combo Jazz Group article p13 of this newslet-
ter. More information to follow.

A Happy New Year to all!

lan Simpson.
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Committee Members

Chairman:

lan Simpson, 41667

Vice Chairman, Website

& Cotswold Link:

John Scotland 881594
Treasurer:

Paul Griffin 01527 821319
Secretary:

Jane Couper 424167
Minutes Secretary,

Publicity & Charity Commission:
Joyce Davey 443755
Membership Secretary & Pastoral:
John Halford 834648
Groups Co-ordinator:
Caroline Bagshaw 41384
Newsletter Editor:*

David Cooper 40803
Programme Secretary &
Hall Liaison:

Una Wassell 765105
Refreshments:

Vacancy (contact Una above)
Outings:

Sue Beneke 49496

Jennie Sutton 443067

*Please send contributions for the next
Newsletter, by the 1st March 2012, to
newsletter@u3a-evesham.org.uk

Our web address is:
www.u3a-evesham.org.uk

Outings-Forthcoming

Monday 19" March CADBURY WORLD and BIRMINGHAM MUSEUM
where some of the Staffordshire Hoard is on display.

Cost £12.50 9am Start.

Monday 16™ April SHUGBOROUGH HALL including tea with house-
keeper

Cost: £19.50

Wednesday 30th May LONDON
Cost: £13

June To be advised

Monday 16th July CHESTER
Cost: £13

Thursday 30" August BOUGHTON HOUSE and garden with included
cream tea

Cost: £22.50/ HHA member £12.50

PLEASE NOTE — All Outings leave from Twyford Country Park at 8 am
unless otherwise advised.

Contact - JENNY on 443067 or SUE on 49496 / mobile 0777 557 2803

Please note all trips are on waiting lists now — the demand for places was
overwhelming. However | am sure that by the time they happen some peo-
ple will drop out so it is always worth putting your name down.
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In the Globe Theatre

And then there was just one major trip left for this year — the mammoth 10*
Anniversary Outing to the Bath Christmas market. Sadly the weather was
not kind to us there as it rained on and off all day — but I think the 93 mem-
bers who came and braved the elements managed to enjoy themselves de-
spite the dampness. Once everyone was back on the coaches and before
returning home — we had a surprise special 10" Anniversary raffle — con-
gratulations to everyone who got something — and commiserations to those
who missed out. Oh and I am happy to report that the HUGE bruise I got
on my leg from bumping into the seat arms chasing up and down the coach
handing out prizes has now gone! Due to the rain before we left Evesham I
completely forgot to take a picture of the 2 coaches we had to lay on — a
pity as I would have liked a memento of just how popular this outing turned
out to be.

Thanks everyone for your support this year — I hope you have enjoyed it as
much as I have.

Sue Beneke 49496 / mobile 0777 557 2803

Note to other group leaders — if you would like us to organise a trip some-
where for you that might be of interest to others — we will be very happy to
help].
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Forthcoming Meetings

January 18" * 10TH ANNIVERSARY LUNCH
Vale Golf Club 12:30 for 1pm
(Please note - not the first Wednesday)
February 15 MADAGASCAR JOURNEY - Phred Newbury
(Refreshment Rota: Putting the World to Rights-1)
7th March THE WORK OF THE RSPB - John Clews
(Refreshment Rota: Quiz)
April 4th BESS OF HARDWICK - Dr Gillian White
(Refreshment Rota: Singing for Pleasure (Choir)
May 2nd THE ECOLOGICAL IMPACT OF A SEVERN BARRAGE
Dr Paul Smith
(Refreshment Rota: Poetry)
June 6th AGM
(Refreshment Rota: Archaeology)
July 4t h MEMBERSGO6 CONCERT
(Refreshment Rota: tba)
August 1st tba - Roy Sturdy
(Refreshment Rota: Bridge for Fun)

Meetings are held on the first Wednesdays of each month, except January,
at Evesham Town Hall from 2pm to 4pm.

Refreshments are served at the end of meetings.

All members of Evesham and District U3A and visitors are welcome.

All members must show their current membership card.




Group Details

Group Name *
ARCHAEOLOGY

ART APPRECIATION
Aspects of MODERN HISTORY
BADMINTON

BIRD WATCHING

BOOK CLUB

BOOKENDS

Bookworms

BRIDGE for Fun

CHESS

CHOIR

CLASSIC CINEMA
COMPUTERS

COMPUTERS FOR BEGINNERS
COUNTRY DANCING
County Series

Cross Stitch/Embroidery
FAMILY HISTORY

FLOWER ARRANGING
Gardens & Country
GERMAN ADVANCED
GERMAN BEGINNERS
GERMAN INTERMEDIATE
GOLF for fun
History/who/where/when/why
HOME CINEMA

Let's Speak Italian!

Listening to Music

Local Amateur Theatre
LOCAL HISTORY

Leader Phone Fee
Joan/Colin Campbell 761932 50p

Caroline Bagshaw 41384 £2.50
Sheila Himsworth 47146 50p

Peter Lacy 860233 £1.50
Tony Stephens 01789 773640 £1.00
Carole Vizor 41397 £1.50
Margaret Glenn 47251 50p
Jean Parlett 830081 £1.00
Una Wassell 765105 £1.00
David Warner 443184 £1.00
Glennis Warner 443184 £1.00
Nick Mason 442187 £1.50
Roger Wyatt 765673 £2.50
John Goodwin 446828 £2.50
Pat Woodcock 870430 £2.50
Dick Armitage 871211 £1.50
Brenda Armitage 871211 Varies
Judith Smart 765284 50p
Gill Green 47847  Free
Jill Armstrong 831380 Varies
Sophie Dodds 870421 50p
Sophie Dodds 870421 50p
Sophie Dodds 870421 50p
Chris Kelly 442837 Green Fee

Keith Bridgwater 48734 £1.00
Jenny Salcedo 443429 50p/£1
Keith Bridgwater 48734  Varies
Jill Armstrong 831380 20p

Betty Ballard 443950 £1pa + tkt

G McArdle & J Pearce 861004/839621 Varies

Then it was off to Highclere Castle — home of Downton Abbey. We were
lucky with the weather so we could explore the lovely grounds as well as the
house and the Tutenkhamun exhibition. I found the next series of Downton
even more enjoyable after visiting there — fascinating too was the history of
the people who lived there — the story plots in Downton are more real than I
had realised.

Downton Abbey

Next there was trip to the Birmingham Symphony Hall for a Christmas Clas-
sics Concert with Lesley Garrett, the London Concert Orchestra and London
Chorus. Additionally, a BBC Radio 2 winner of its 2011 Young Chorister of
the Year gave a number of delightful performances. Another well supported
event. However, this was arranged by Jill and Norma — not my cup of tea so
I did not go.

And then it was back to London again. Some people went off to do London
on their own — but most of us went on a tour of the Globe Theatre and the
Rose archaeological site followed by tea and a HUGE biscuit each. We were
all enthralled by the stories our guide told us and what a lovely theatre the
Globe is. Why did I find history so boring at school ?
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Outings-Review

I can’'t believe it i s ti meitbteams justles-
terday that I typed up my first attempt at a newsletter item. So where
were we — oh yes — about to depart for Bletchley Park and what a great day
thatturned outtobe—-of t en t he way when you d
thing — so thanks to Judith Smart and the family history group for asking if
we would do a trip there. I for one thoroughly enjoyed myself and from
the feedback I got - so did everyone else who went. Our guide for the day
made what could have been a very dry subject into a very memorable ex-
perience. Thank you Alan.

Bletchley Park Grounds

Bletchley Park Tour
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Group Details-cont

Group Name * Leader Phone Fee
Mah Jongg Jean Taylor 443204 50p
Not Alone Norma Tigwell 47787 Meal price
PAINTING FOR PLEASURE Mary Simpson 832528 £1.00
PAPERCRAFT & Scrapbooking  Margaret Wyatt 765361 £1.00

PATCHWORK & Quilting 1
Patchwork & Quilting 2
Petanque

761675 £1.00
830829 TBA

443184 £1.00
41105 £3.00
443814 £1.50
446916 £1.00

Pauline Jennings
Karen Hawcutt
David Warner
PHOTOGRAPHY Mike Tittensor
Play Reading & DRAMA Jill Moran
PLAYING MUSIC FOR PLEASURE Roger Wyatt

Poetry John Gardner 47240 TBA
POTTERY Tony Young 832120 £5
PUTTING THE WORLD TO RIGHTS 1 Jacqui Higson 761826 50p

PUTTING THE WORLD TO RIGHTS 2 Penny Scotland 881594 £1.30
QUESTIONS OF BELIEF and Doubt Brian Holliday 421598 50p

QuliZz Eileen Hann 47535 £1.50
SCRABBLE and Upwords Jean Simpson (temp) 41667 £1.30
SHORT MAT BOWLS (2 groups) John Halford 834648 £2.00

Skittles 1 J Knight & M Greenwood 45932 £2.50
Skittles 2 Sue Beneke 49496 £2.50
TABLE TENNIS Jane Couper 424167 £3.00
TAI CHI Mrs Chris Wright 852440 £3.50
Travellers’ Tales Jill Armstrong 831380 £1.00
Village Ambles Tony Stephens 01789 773640 £1.00
VILLAGE STROLLS (2 groups)  Deirdre Sutton 442307 £1.00
WALKS OVER 4 MILES Judy Smith 01789 491313 £1.00
WALKS UNDER 4 MILES Betty Ballard 443950 £1.00
YOGA Jane Mason 442187 £3.50

* Group Names in BLOCK CAPITALS have an email address.

To send an email to a Group Leader substitute the Group Name, but without
spaces, as folows GROUPNAME@u3a-evesham.org.uk
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Friday
Classic Cinema
Country Dancing
Play Reading
Bridge for Fun
Classic Cinema
Country Dancing

Italian

Thursday
Yoga (term time) 1 & 2
Listening to Music
Computers(beg)
German (beg)
German (int)
Modern history
Short Mat Bowls 2
Village Ambles
Walks Under 4 miles
Yoga (term time)
Short Mat Bowls 1
Village Ambles
Yoga (term time)

Pottery
German (adv)

Computers
Pottery

e
MONTHLY
MEETING IN
TOWN HALL
Family History
Patchwork 2

Wednesday
Skittles 2

Painting for Pleasure

Painting for Pleasure
Skittles 1

Skittles 1
Gardens & Country

Table Tennis
Flower Arranging
Table Tennis

Tai Chi
Table Tennis

Tai Chi

met abl

Ti

Tuesday
Home Cinema
Papercraft
Walks Over 4 Miles
Choir
Local History
Creative Writing
Embroidery
Golf for Fun
Patchwork
Questions of Belief
Village Strolls 1 & 2
History
Petanque
Papercraft
Walks over 4 miles

Groupsb6

Monday
Music (playing)
Music (playing)
Travellers’ Tales

am | Art Appreciation

pm | Badminton
pm | Badminton

am

First
week

Sec-

ond
week
Third |am
week

nterest

Ger mans Gr BAnpidessar§ 0- 6 Vorsprung durg

Several of our founder members are still attending the group regularly and
this is a cross section of opinions, why we have had so many reasons to
meet each other twice a month over the last 10 years.

The nice thing about the group; it is relaxed, no set structure and all join in
willingly. We meet like-minded people, share knowledge and disentangle
difficulties. Out of respect, some members feel they want to be able to con-
verse with relatives or friends in their language and discover something
about the German culture and everyday life. Many have learnt the language
in the distant past but now that time allows, want to resurrect and also im-
prove. And the beginners Group have taken the plunge and have started
from scratch. (Those lessons are structured and members take it very seri-
ously).

| never hear the language spoken when | am on my own but twice a month |
can hear others speak, | can join in but above all | hear the correct
‘Hochdeutsch’ spoken.

Normally | would only visit Germany for a couple of weeks a year but this
group gives me the opportunity to speak the language, which | love, and it
also brings back memories of the past when staying in Germany and Swit-
zerland.

It is an enjoyable group, our get-togethers are fun, we meet like-minded peo-
ple and the discussions cover many interesting subject; we go from the ridi-
cules to the sublime. Our brains are stimulated and stretched in order to
strive for higher levels.

Why have | led the group for so long?

It has been a privilege that the U3A has given me the opportunity to set-up
this group and by doing so; | have met the nicest possible people, kept the
language, my mother tongue, going and hopefully helped others to make
light of this rather difficult German language.

If you want to join the group, please get in touch with
Sophie Dodds 01386 870 421 email sophie.dodds@mypostoffice.co.uk
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Computers for Beginners

This group is now based at the Library and covers basic computing to en-
able members to access the internet and type emails.

The course is run by Evesham Library in the morning, on the first and third
Thursday of the month and is based on the government sponsored scheme
“Go-on” (originally called Myguide) and so far for the 7 members, after three
sessions, is an excellent introduction to the mysteries of the computer. Lyn-
sey Jones is our contact at the Library and has helped with our initial Im-
provers meeting and with running our first Beginners Library meeting. Our
thanks to Aileen for standing in for session 3 while Lynsey was on County
duties.

Its worth mentioning for anyone with a computer who has skills from basic
internet and email access to a reasonable “self taught” standard that this
Library course is very informative and is available to anyone on-line, in the
comfort of their own home.

Just type in www.go-on.co.uk into the address box, on the home page click
the option “Learn with us”....and follow the prompts. Make sure the sound
option is on and you will be surprised how often during this basic course you
will say “ well, | didn't know that”.

Computers for Improvers

Beginners have now become improvers as well, with a separate course to
help those that have previously passed through the beginners course or had
previous experience and needed refreshing. There are 12 such members
squeezing into Ecgwins Club under the tutelage of John Scotland. The sylla-
bus has been set by the students on the basis of particular subjects they
need to know or need refreshing These meetings are held on the first and
third Thursday morning of the month and they will have had three meetings
before the Christmas break with three more after the holiday.

This is quite a commitment for John as he has vice chairman, Cotswold Link
and main computer responsibilities, so there may be no more sessions for
this group until the Autumn.....unless there is anyone out there interested in
running a session(s) from April to June 20127

While on the subject of help...thanks to John for taking the course and Or-
lando Leslie and members of the main computer group for their assistance
and encouragement with the Improvers group, in particular Roger Wyatt,
Mick Parry and George Oxley.

Now for the commercial break..... Please support your Library. It is amazing
how many people are not members of a library and in Evesham we have an
excellent facility with pleasant staff... it also have an excellent room suitable
for group hire.
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Local Amateur theatre (viewing) group meets for plays — various evenings — phone Betty Ballard, 443950

Mah Jongg group meets by mutual arrangement — phone Jean Taylor, 443204

Regular coach trips to a variety of places — see website, or phone Sue Beneke, 49496, or Jenny Sutton, 443067



Tenth Anniversary Report

Ten years ago a few people gathered together, in a sitting room, to talk
about whether Evesham people of a certain age might get together and start
a U3A. At first there were three, then about ten, then 50 or so in a couple of
months, and so on. The first monthly meetings were held in the Public Hall,
a huge area for the few dozen there at the beginning. It was a bit of a risk,
but the Public Hall was booked for 12 consecutive months, with a Plan B,
that if U3A fizzled out, the room would be used for charity boot fairs instead.
The boot fairs didn’t happen as U3A grew and grew.

We had to move monthly meetings to the Town Hall when the Public Hall
closed, and really, it isn’t big enough. It certainly couldn’t hold all 700 mem-
bers if they all turned up at the same time, and we’re looking for a bigger
room. Butit's a grand building, and a good backdrop to our Cheese & Wine
celebration of ten year’s success in December. About 200 people passed
through, and ate and drank and talked, and proved that Evesham U3A is a
success.

Jean Coy, Judith Smart and Barbara Bryan with Hillary
Stringer of the Third Age Trust, who had just pre-
sented the life Membership Certificates.

Classic Cinema

Remember the golden years of the movies, when every week there was a
ground-breaking new release, when great pioneering directors dictated our
choice of comedy and romance and drama, when all screen actors were
giants and we queued round the block at every cinema?

Those were the days.

Or were they? Some of the films of the Golden Age were unforgettable and
truly great; some, despite their lasting reputation, were pretty average. And
to look at any of them again is always fascinating.

Join us on the first and third Friday of every month to watch and discuss
some of the celebrated films of the Thirties, Forties and Fifties — the Classic
Years.

We meet at Evesham Methodist Church at 10.00 a.m., we get coffee or tea
and biscuits, and we rarely pay more than £1.50.

If you're interested, contact Nick Mason on 01386 442187, or at njma-
son@talktalk.net .

Combo Jazz Group

U3A has three music groups, one for listening, one for singing, and one for
playing. There's room for more, to try out something different and develop
musical / instrumental skills and improvisation. Shirley Wallbank would be
prepared to start a jazz combo group in South Littleton.

If you'd like to stretch your musical self, please get in touch with Shirley,
01386 831221
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Bookends

As a relatively new member of this group | have been made to feel welcome
from the start. Though initially | was a little hesitant to express an opinion, |
soon found that all contributions were valued, however different they might
be — and often are.

Until recently our request for books has gone to the Redditch Book Club
Service, but this has been closed because of ‘the cuts’. Fortunately Eve-
sham Library has taken over this role and if it does not have the selected
books in stock, a request will be sent to the other libraries in Worcester-
shire. We are grateful for our library’s cooperation in this, at no extra
charge.

Through being in a book club | have discovered books | might otherwise
never have read. | have also gained from being in a friendly, supportive
group. Carry on the good work, U3A !

Susan Wakefield (Group member)
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Evesham High School Entertain Us

Mayor of Evesham, Mr Jim Bulman, offers a toast to our suc-
cess




I NTEREST GROUPSS® REPOI?TS

Art Appreciation

Art Appreciation has for some time been saying they would have a session
for artists who are hard to appreciate, but somehow these artists kept
getting shunted aside. In December, we did it. We sat down to discuss
Jackson Pollock (just threw paint around didn’t he?), Francis Bacon
(revolting, have you seen his studio?), and Jack Vettriano (sweet but
shallow).

As always, when you go into something in any depth, you find the
unexpected. Jackson Pollock had a troubled existence and never got to
grips with his life, but maybe, just maybe, he did get to grips with his art, and
he did far more than the famous drip paintings. Francis Bacon didn’t have
an easy life either, being homosexual when that was illegal, and so risked
lan Simpson, Chairman U3A talks to the Chairman prison if he led his life as he wished. He didn’t shrink from unpleasant

of Wychavon District Council, Mr Tony Miller imagery, and it takes a strong stomach to look intently at his paintings. But
if you do, there’s a lot of power there, and some of us found it mind blowing.
Jack Vettriano, by contrast, is not wrestling forever with a tortured soul. His
paintings are easy on the eye, nostalgic and atmospheric, but has he had an

Welcome to New Members original thought since 19927
Mrs Ruth Mary Travers, Mrs June Relph, Mr David Tigger, Mr Tony Lane, We didn’t get universal agreement. We didn’t expect to; that’'s not what the
Mrs Jenny Lane, Ellender Lane, Mrs Betty Corkhill, Miss Elizabeth group is about. We did see new angles and had a new think about it all.

Stephens, Mrs Christine Wood, Mrs Patricia Gamble, Mrs Wendy Ford,
Miss Susan Ellison, Mrs Ann Shorthouse, Mrs Annie McKay, Mr Michael
Collingwood, Mr John Belton Macartney, Mrs Alison Evans, Mrs Elizabeth Caroline Bagshaw — artappreciation@u3a-evesham.org.uk 01386 422071
Lampard, Mrs Susan Cleaver, Mrs Anne Harvey-Wilson, Mrs Pamela
Overd, Mr Len Cox, Mrs Pat Cox, Mr George Pye, Mrs Margaret Pye, Mr
Gordon Grove, Miss Mary Hopkins, Mr Alun Thomas, Mrs Elaine Thomas,
Mr Keith Thomas Phelps, Mr Josh Spiers, Mrs Sue Spiers, Miss Marian
Bearcroft, Mr Michael Collison, Mrs Linda Collison, Mrs Yvonne Aston,

Art Appreciation is getting rather full, but we can still take a few.
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